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Dear Reader,

Let's gear up for an exciting year ahead! 

In today’s issue, we highlight our 2022 Work 
Programme priorities which include the use 
of evidence-based tools, tailored action plans, 
urban planning solutions, fiscal frameworks for 
economic development and scaling up our Flagship 
Programmes. 

In addition, if you are planning on developing a new 
mobile system or web application in the near future, 
stay tuned because we have some good news! You 
can now protect your sites against cyberattacks 
and ensure flawless risk mitigation. More on this in 
the Did You Know section.

With the priorities set in place, we look forward 
to hearing more from you on your activities 
and shared contributions in the coming weeks 
unhabitat-habpost@un.org

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

Editor’s note
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News roundup

UN-Habitat: Rethinking the future of cities 
to better deal with pandemics 
(ReliefWeb)

Envisaging a healthier, greener, and more 
inclusive urban future in Kosovo 
(UNDP)

France expands its support to UN-Habitat 
to help communities supporting recent 
returnees 
(ReliefWeb)

Emerging technologies and smart cities 
(Forbes)

The data secret that empowers cities 
(CNBC Africa)

Mariana Mazzucato on rethinking the state 
to improve partnerships 
(World Economic Forum)

The evolving art of urban regeneration 
(Cities Today)

A Sustainable city strategy for Guntur 
(The Hindu)

Kenya, UN-Habitat partner to build green 
houses 
(CGTN Africa)
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Climate change, crises, conflicts, 
are some of the pressing challenges 
experienced in urban areas and human 
settlements today. The COVID-19 
pandemic has exacerbated systemic 
inequalities that exist across territories 
and urban areas, where the urban 
poor are disproportionately affected 
due to crowding and under-serviced 
environments. Density alone has not 
been the main cause of the spread of 
the disease - inequality, inadequate 
housing, and uneven access to basic 
services have also contributed

2022 Roadmap:  
Our Work Programme Priorities

Towards the end of last year, the Work Programme 
and Budget 2022 and Prioritisation of areas of 
work was approved by the General Assembly and 
the Executive Board. Prior to this, the document 

was also reviewed by the Committee for Programme 
Coordination (CPC) in June 2021, by the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) in July 
2021 and by the Fifth Committee in October 2021.

Financial resources commensurate with the ambition and 
deliverables proposed by the 2022 Work Programme are 
needed to adequately respond to multiple urbanisation 
challenges. Some sub-programmes have been extremely 
underfunded which in turn may affect the delivery of the 
expected outcome areas. Additional earmarked funding 
is required to fully develop our global capacity to support 
Member States.

Our current work programme plan brings rigor informed by 
the Strategic Plan for 2020 – 2023. The scope of our work is 
broad but focused on addressing critical urban challenges 
through prioritising innovation, engaging with partners and 
focusing on delivering results. From providing strategic 
support, guidance, and fostering technical cooperation, 
to reshaping urban planning solutions and building fiscal 
frameworks for development, here are our top five priorities 
for the year ahead. 

FEATURE STORY

Providing evidence-based tools 
to guide national and local 
governments 
Countries and cities recovering from crises and 
conflicts need our support and guidance in using 
evidence-based tools such as urban development 
plans, better coordination mechanisms and 
appropriate monitoring tools to establish 
institutional coherence and improve effectiveness. 
Sustainable recovery approaches, such as the 
Urban Recovery Framework (URF) for conflict 
affected countries. This will support urban 
resilience recovery, through applying area-based 
approaches and community inclusive participatory 
and bottom-up processes, while ensuring age, 
gender, and diversity representation.
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Reshaping Urban Planning Solutions to 
become more sustainable 
Building healthier and more resilient cities needs intervention 
through reshaping urban solutions to be more sustainable 
and integrated, supported by innovation and technology. 
We will promote sustainable solutions to climate action for 
urban and peri-urban environmental protection, advocate 
for restoration and open public space, adopt solid waste 
management and address marine plastic litter reduction.  

3Developing tailored approaches 
to advance action plans
In order to protect communities living in 
marginalized conditions and strengthen 
participatory community engagement, we need 
to establish technical cooperation with Member 
States to assist with designing and implementing 
action plans informed by our response and 
outcome areas. We will be supporting local 
governments in adopting People Centered digital 
transformation and smart cities strategies that 
address digital divide 
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Building Resilient Budgets 
and Fiscal Frameworks for 
economic development
Local service delivery and economic 
development in cities can be supported 
by building more resilient budgets and 
fiscal frameworks through partnerships. 
We will support the critical role of the 
local governments in providing public 
goods and adequate basic services, 
advocate for local fiscal capacity and 
inclusive, multi-level governance, as well 
as stress the importance of planning 
and urban design, adequate housing 
provisions, and the need to build more 
ecologically sustainable neighbourhoods. 

4 Implementing our Flagship Programmes to scale 
our impact
Scaling our impact through our normative and operational work can 
be realised upon implementation of the flagship programmes. These 
Flagship Programmes can contribute to:

 � Strengthening coherence among initiatives implemented in multiple 
locations;

 � Facilitating the cross-fertilisation of ideas, experiences and lessons 
within programmes and with partners;

 � Enhancing the capacity of urban actors at different levels and 
promoting the inclusion of all relevant stakeholders.

Through the Flagship Programmes, we will provide assistance in 
the formulation of policy and legislation, urban planning and design, 
multilevel governance and financing instruments. Furthermore, these 
enhance our work in urban and rural displacement contexts, in line with 
the Humanitarian-Development-Peace-Nexus approach and on evidence-
based impact of migration and displacement on urbanization.
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By focusing on the prioritise outlined above, we will be able to promote recovery and 
support cities to build back better in order to drive the implementation of the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda and other global frameworks.
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Nikita Sehmi
Intern
Global Solutions Division
nikita.sehmi@un.org

Dominic Kinyumu Makau
Associate Programme Management 
Officer
Office of the Executive Director and 
Global Solutions Division
dominic.kinyumu@un.org

Sodiq Adedayo Onigbokun 
Intern
Global Solutions Division
sodiq.onigbokun@un.org

Ashmeet Kharbanda
Intern
Global Water Operator’s  
Partnerships Alliance
ashmeet.kharbanda@un.org

Stephen Slawsky
Director 
Management Advisory  
and Compliance Service
slawsky@un.org

Amrita Gautam
Intern
Global Water Operator’s  
Partnerships Alliance
amrita.gautam1@un.org
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VACANCIES

Role 
Associate 
Coordination 
Officer, NOB
Duty Station
Kigoma, Tanzania
Deadline
22 February 2022
Apply here

Role 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, NOC 
(Temporary Job 
Opening)
Duty Station
Madrid, Spain
Deadline
13 February 2022
Apply here

Role 
Budget Officer, 
P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
02 March 2022
Apply here
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=172218&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=173554&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=172306&Lang=en-US


Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisor: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Amy Wood 
Coordinator & Editor: Lynne Karago 
Design & Layout: Denis Kimathi
Contributors: Tefo Mooketsane, Asa Jonsson

Editorial Team

The United Nations is facing a rising 
number of cyberattacks

To help protect UN-Habitat against information 
security threats, the Management, Advisory, 
and Compliance Division (MACS) has issued 
guidelines for the development of any new 
system and web application, as well as risk 
mitigation procedures for existing systems. 

In short, all web or mobile application and online 
systems that fall under UN-Habitat’s ownership 
or responsibility should:

Through the ICT unit, be securely hosted 
with Microsoft Azure

Only use the approved standard 
development languages, software 
components, and tools

Comply with relevant security level 
checklists

Go through a vulnerability assessment 
conducted by the ICT unit to confirm their 
safe configuration and compliance.

Read the guidelines
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